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ſo much talk*d of, could be really pro- 


duced, and that che Governing Part in 


each Community owed their Authority 
to that Agreement; yet if it were calcu- 
lated for the Ends of Society, and con- 


trived to promote that Peace and Order, 
which is ſo neceſſary to its Subſiſtence, 
one Part muſt be entruſted with Power 


to make Laws, and the other be obliged 


to conform themſelves to N one muſt 
direct, and the other obey 


y; one muſt go- 
vern, and the other be governed : or elſe 
there was at firſt ſuch a material Flaw, 
as would invalidate the Whole, and ren- 
der it of no ſignificancy :for Confuſion, 


and not Order, eternal! Diſſenſion, and 


not Peace, muſt have been the Conſe: ; 


| quence of any other Agreement. 80 that, 


: King Solomon and'St. 


take which fide of the Queſtion you 
pleaſe, it comes to the ſame. If we ap- 
prove of our Politicians Scheme, we ate 
n to ſubmit to Human Laws'by 
original Contract, by an Agreement that 
is never to loſe its Force, while the Soci- 
ety is in Being. If we agree to what 
Nu ſay, and think 
2 to direct us tothe 5 
. Truth, 4 


3 aun, the moſt 
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1 Truth, then we muſt ſubmit, becauſe 4 
they derive: their Authority No God, 
upon a religious as well as a civil account, 
hag the N fake, as wel dn ä 
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Jake; it being his. poſitive and expreſs 
Will that we Abould do ſo, as the Apoſtle 
explains himſelf, 15. Fur ſ% is the 
Will of Gad, that with well-doing ye 

;: | may put to ſilence the Ignorance of 
** , Jookiſh Aen. No-] the Divine Will be. 


5 | 5 ing that adequate Rule of Conſcience to 

ja. which all our Act ions muſt be conformd. 

& leſt we ſhould, be found Fighters againſ® .. 
y | Ga, we muſt be. WS) 0 bis Vie al 
"= 7 1 M | | 4 


. F7 " Tamer Paſſage. to our 3 1 of | 

2 itſelf ſufficient- to determine the Point, is LD 

+ FB that of St. Pay. in the 13th on: o 1” 
| - FIN 
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Epiſtle ee 5. een 


Hrath, hut Alſo ns. ſake. 
St. Paul in the for mer part of this Chap- 


ter had been inculcating the Doctrine of ; 


; Subjection 10 the Higher P oWers, and 
made uſe of two Arguments to enforce 


it, one drawn from the Original, the 0- f 
ther from the End of their Inſtitution. |} 
,. "Ih every Soul be ſuhhioct unto the begh- | 
er Powers: for, iſt, there is no Power 


but M Gad. The ' Powers: that be, are 


ardaincd ꝙᷓ God, v. 1. And, adly, He 

beareth- not the Sword which God has 
given Him in vain; for bets the Mini- 
a Revenger to execute Wrath 
upon him that doeth coil, v. 4. Wherer 


fer of G. 


fore je ' muſt ' needs: be ſubjoct not only 


For Wrath; not only for fear of expoſing 
your Bodys to temporal Puniſhment, ut 


alſo far Confgience ſake, which muſt 


be kept voi of Offence toward God'\and | 
toward Men; or otherwiſe your Souls 
and Bodies will be liable to eternal Pu- 


niſhment. This then is the Language, 
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| chefs #fortiaDizattion: lbb wo gest 


| Apoſtles St) Peter . dt. Paun Let us 


only chen; u Hhjnĩ 10  evornzbee riod 101 
1 10 1005 203 100 Nail vas lo ei mR 
1 rh place, -Gooſider,, wbetber the Prad | 
FJ £ice' of the Primitive CHriſtians was a 
greeable to their Preaching/ whether their 
Ben viour vas atiſwerablle. te their Doc- 
trine; and then, 1 hope, What I ꝓropoſed 
lll be fully eſtabliſbed. For as nothing 
can be a ſurer Guide to us in the inter- 
preting of Scripture, ſo nothing can: be 
Better Rule to direct our Lives by than 
che Practice of Erimitive Ghref cans ſot 
as they afted-and. rote under the Ior 
1 3 of the: ſame Spirit, their Lives 
are an ae ee, en . 
Wanne 7 


of our coke was _—__ the. EN 
Courſe of his Life an eminent Pattern of 
due Submiſſion to proper Authority. In 
Domeſtick Life we find him ſubject to his 
Parents, in Publick Paying deference to 
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„ Cauſe of Offence to the Higher Powers, 

bot any Manner of Ground to his Difciples 
for being Seditious or Turbulent, for being 

| Ambitious of any thing but the Favour of 


. God, or for having any other Views, than 
har tended to * And in the ſame 
ſteps did his Apoſtles tread; their Preach- 


ing and Behaviour fully anſwered their 


Lord's Directions, and were exactly ſuita- 


ble to His Exa mple. And ſo likewiſe did 
all their Converts, a Chriſtian Rebel be- 

ever heard of in thoſe days; That is 
a Monſter in Religion reſerved for theſe 


ing u 


later and more corrupt Ages. For to uſe 


the Words of an excellent Author; 


“ There is ſcarce any particular Inſtance, 


-< wherein Primitive Chriftianity did 
c more triumph in the world, than in 


c their exemplary Obedience to the 
„ Powers and Magiſtrates under which 
« they lived, honouring their Perſons, re- 


e. 
55 Lc . 
15 

b 
e. 
v. * 7 6 
Pe 
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* verge Power, pay ing their Tri- 


4 bute, obeying theit Laws, where they 


„ were not evidently contrary to the 


0 : Laws of Chriſt; and Where they were, 
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« ſubmitting to the moſt cruel Penaltys 


at Bod 


| f „ they laid upon them, with the 2 
* Calmneſs and Serenity of Soul. 0 Wa. 


ie e 


{Ae 4 


:i Thb-Do&rine of the:Tewithen. 1 


| | T hope, Wan ee men 


the” 115 
we Nlncs, 1 70 e an  Objeftion 0 or 
two, A Gi made to ĩt- „ 


9 3 1 


i And, 1. This Dodrins: is aid to OY 


kings! the. Liberty of ; Chriſtians ; for 


St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that they 1 Cor. vii 


 evere bought. 2witb a Price, and were not- 


to be the Servants of Men; The Gala- 
tians, that they ſhould ſtand /aft in tbe dil. v. i. 
Liberty,wherewith Chrift had madse them 

free, and not be entangled; again in the 
Toke of Bondage; The Coloſſians, that col. l. 


20 Man' dvar to judge them in Meat or 
i Drink, or ix reſpett of an Holiday, 
er of the New! Moon, or: the Sabbath 


Days. And it is not reaſonable. to ſup- 


poſe, that Chriſt would free us from the 
poſitive Laws of God, and yet 5 . us 
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. want: of, Aidioguilhina _ 


has been a fatal Error to ſome Men. 
N have applied tu ane what is 
meant of [agiother, they have inyolved 

| themſelves, and ſeduced others * 2 
deteſtable Opinions, as have ruined Na- 


tions, and daid waſte whole Kingdoms. 


make his new Cõnverts eaſy in their Con- 


tion they were in, he adviſes. them to be 


had from God, or whatſoeve 


ligations, but, Whether they were Hufe 
bands or Wives, or Servants, as their Re- 
lations ſtill continued, ſo their Duty wag 


becauſe Chriſt had redeemed them, they 


8 1 


N 
n 


the ſeveral Sarts of Cbriſtias Liberty, 


As to that Paſſage of St. Paul, in his 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, we ſhall 
find, upbn conſulting the Context, that it 
is the Apoſtleꝰs Intention in that place to 


dition; and accordingly, whatſoever Sta» | 


1 4 "->00Arekral --whatſoever Gifts they had 
the Calling 
Was wherein they. were called, he enjoins 
:..1.2themn co abide therein, and behave. them. 
ſel ves anſwerably. Their Chriſtian Pro: 
feſñon had not càneelled their: former Ob. 


kl the fame, To tell them then, that 


* not to be n of Men, in be- 
„ 


0 * un, Or? 1723. 


ing ſubject to Human Ordinances, 8 


| paying Obediencs to Human Laws, would 
„* have been to contradict his own. N 


and is charging the Apoſtle with what 
his perverſe mee * wan 5 
| nnn an 5 5 


11 then fame. onal: ih Words © Lo 
way of Interrogation, as all the preceding 
Diſcourſe ſeems evidently. to require, there 
is-no manner of difficulty in thee A 
Senſe is plain, the Conſtruction natural — 
and ecaſy. It any Man called, being cir- 
cumotſad? lat him not become wncireunt | 
ed. 1s any called in Uncireumciſion ?/ : 
Les bim not become circumciſeds Art chou ven 4 
called, being a Servant? cure not for it; 


5 ha 


ROC S —=4=© (wan. 


Ss | «ti ies mayeft be made free, uſe it 

is. rasber. Tit ive; Haus go. Joon? "I 

i | bught with a Prica? that is, One, 7 
been ranſomed from Servitude by the | 

be Charity of your Fellaw-Ch iltians, aut. 
fo ate you now become free? bo wot. ye tha der. az i 
G Seroants of Aen. Do not returnagain to j 
is © the Service of Unbelievers. But however 
if the: caſe. is, -Bretbren, Jet cuory Man ver. 2. "ol 
y — — therein — & 1 
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A SERMON raab 


1 But if this Expoſition be not admitted, | 
ahd'we take 2% Price here mentioned to 
mean that Ineſtimable One which Chriſt 
paid for us, when with his own Blood he 
redeemed us from the Captivity of Sin 
and Satan; the meaning muſt then be 
(unleſs we will make the Apoſtle contra- 
dic kimfelf) that ſince Chriſt has pur- 
chaſed ſuch a Right to our Service, we 


muſt enter into no Engagements, but Whar 


are! conſiſtent therewith ; we muſt not 
become the Servants of Man in ſuch an 
abſolute and unlimited manner, as to obe 
all their Commands, whatever they be, 


Whether reconcileable or not with our 


Duty to God. We muſt always remem- 
ber that Chriſt is our chief Maſter, and 
principally to be ſerved; all others are 


but ſubordinate to Him, and to be obeyed 


or not, as their Commands are agreeable 
or not to His. For it heing im poſſible 20 
ſerec tevo Mafters that enjdin contrary 


Ihings; if ever that happens, we are to 


conſider that the Price, with which Chriſt 

has bought us, gives Him a title to be 
firſt ſerved, and therefore ve are not to 
be Servants" of Men in any 3 ; 
which infringes That. 1 „ 


* 
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who not only thought themſelves obliged | 
to obſerve the-Law of Moſes, and- all the 


bd Eo. ð⁊ d . . . i on ths. ax 


Be Imyn, a 851723. 


IBut to proceed: 51 5 


[| wi. Ab #6) what the mb Apolle adviſe 
the Galatians; to ftland faft in the Li. on.. i. 
 «berty wherewith Chriſt had made them 
"free, and not be entangled again with 
the Woke of Bondage : If we conſider the 
Occaſion and Deſign of his writing that 


Epiſtle, and obſerve the Drift of his Ar- 


gument throughout the whole, we ſhall 
find nothing faid there that can weaken 
JF the Force and Obligation of Human Laws, 

that does in the leaſt N to rr 9 


us from them. 


by There were at that time many- .of the 


Converts from Fudaiſm to Chriſtianity, 


Rites and Ceremonies of it, but were for 
bringing the Gentiles likewiſe under the 
fame Yoke,' and tying them down to the 
fame Obligations. Tis This pernicious 


Error which the Apoſtle here undertakes 
td confute, and among other Arguments 


makes uls of that Liberty from the Legal 
Ceremonies Which Chrift- had purchaſed 
for his Church, as a very Cogent One to 


1 oe. * ad viſes "chem -ateor. 
att? _ 
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:of:.M 82 R how * ( 
” a to ftand faft in the Lale 
with Chriſt had made them fres; for if 
they expected that the Law. ſhould juſtify 
them, Chrift would profit them nothing, 
WH would brcome aw to 


K 
* 4 . * 


are r 33 but ths Lac 1 
Rites and Ceremonys, which are of no 
uſe or benefit to Chriſtians, that the Apo- 
file here means. Tis the latter, not the 
r that is the Woke * 
which Chriſt has freed his n, 


Laws, . 

eſtahliſh i ATI "I 

che Poctrines of choſe Receivers, —.— & 
ther like the Phariſees, were for 

their own Traditions, as things proſe 

zpon-the. People; or elſe for p. 

a5 unlawful, hat God had not hee 


5 n r wot handle A 
os © . 
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meant, were thoſe of the Ceremonial Fe: 5 


y 3 
9 3 4 
4 8 
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ar Boden. Aug. 8. ß. 
3 Perſons 8 Apoſtle adviſes: he 
Coliſians to beware of, and not let their 
Conſciences be enſnared by their unwar- 
rantable Impoſitions. Beware, ſays he, Ver. 8. 


laſt any Man ſpoil you, or make a Prey of 


you, through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, 6 
. after. the Traditions of Men, after. the Ru- 1 
diments of the World, and not after Chriſt; : 

who. has Horted out the Hand: -writing of 


- Ordinances. that was againſ? you,' the 


Ceremonial Law being aboliſhed, taten ver. 1 
out; of. the way, and nailed to: his Croſs. 
Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat, 


or in Drink, or in reſpett of an Holiday, 
or of the New Moon, or 6 rhe Sabbath. Days; 
which are only a mere : Shadow of 3 
„ 1 TR 5 
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belle 


The Commandments of Men, which he 


intended, were the idle T raditions 780 the 
| Fewiſh Dozens e otra 
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AI x w "ME is 3 rther urged; * Dake” 
ſonableneſs of ſuppoſing that Chriſt would. 
1. us from the l Laws of God, and, 
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Sz xMon' preacyd 
yet leave us under an Obligation to obſerve 
_ thoſe'of Men: It may be anſwer'd, 1. That 
ir cannot properly be ſaid, that we are r = 
from che Obſervance of the Moſaic Law, 
becauſe we were never obliged to it. Po- 
fitive" Laws, whether bf God, or Man, 
oblige thoſe only for whom they are made; 
and that Law, we know, was made for 
Fews.” It was never the Intention of the 
Legiſlator, that Chriſtians ſhould be obli- 
_ged by 1. HBeſides, 2. Thoug h ĩt were o- 
ther wiſe, „yet 3 it would not ren us to 
preſcribe Rules to Chriſt, and fay; that be- 
cauſe he has rep pealed a Divine Law, there- 
fore He 128 to Mott.” all Human Laws. 
For finde tis evidently his Will, chat Se 
medi de and not the other, we may feſt 
ſatisfy'd, that it is likewiſe moſt reaſonable 
it ſho! ald be ſo. And it ſhould be 177 
allo, 3. Thar this Argument deſtroys ch 
Ve, as well as the Obligation of all Hum an 13 
Le der the Moſaich Taw is aboti{he pa 
becauſe it is become utterly uſeleſs ;_" Ind 
if the Abolition of That be any Reafor 
why Thoſe ſhould not oblige, all Human 
Laws tut vaniſh, and lofe their! ore 
DOE, there is no need of any „beckuſe 
By ale unprofitable” and aſelels an AT. 
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er ſo abſurd, ſa contrary to every 
MNlan's daily Experience, that no. reaſon- 
| N e ever u ee 1. 2 9 2 . 

2 Therg i is akebGbjaBion to this Doc: 
trine, which ſays, that - Chriſt himſelf is 
injured by it, that his Right is invaded, 
and his Authority uſurped; for none elſe 
has any power over the Conſcience, there 
being, ast. ꝓames ſays, hut one Lagioer, nc 
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5 1 chis Objection by Bons 8 
urg d, and inſiſted upon by the Enemies of 
our Eocleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, and been 
thought to carry Weight with it in Diſputes 
about Church Authority: : It is certain it 
concludes as forcibly againſt one ſort _ 
Human Authority, as againſt another; 
muſt upon the ſame grounds — e. 
very Legiſlator, ha ſnall preſume to enact 
Laws, and impoſe them upon the Con- 
ſciences of their Subjects. And, did tjge 
Diſpute lead them to it, or could it by: = 
done with the ſane Tmpunity, there is no 17 55 ? 
reaſon to doubt, but ; thoſe perverſe and 
conceited Men, who deſpiſe Dominion, | 
; Horns ſpeak _ of [pa would. 2 3 
| pole 
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su über preach'd LY 


would become them'to conſider, that many 
Streams may flow: from the ſame Foun- 


preme Law. giver, yet there may be many 


er from that one Supreme, to make ſuch 
Laws as are neceſſary for the Society which 
5 2 povyern.: andi it may be His Will, that 


99322 


well as the Wrath of His Vicegerents. 


Higher Powers, | both in Church and 
State, being ordained of God, and Obe- 
dience to them required by His poſitive In- 
junctions. For we are commanded to 


_ Heb. bey them that have the. Rule 00er ur, and 


17. 


*Rom to ſubmit 'ourſehves.; We are enjoin'd to 


iii, x. be ſubject to the" higher Powers; f to 
LR ai ghoy: Magiftrates' ; ¶ to ſubmit ourſeloes 
2 


I I Pet, ii. every Ordinance of Man for: the Lor 
11205 Tov" And „ e Human Au- 


4 poſe the Ctvil, as well as che Church Go- 
vernment, would treat their -Superiors, 
in one Reſpe&, with as much Freedom as 

: they do their Superiors i in the other. Burt it 


rain ; that though there is but one Su- 


Inferior Ones, and all thoſe may have Po.. 


| upd pain of incurring His Diſpleaſure, as 
well as the Diſplea ſure of his Delegates, 
of expoſing themſelves to His Wrath, as 


And ſuch indeed is the preſent. Caſe; the 


: e Thorn 


. zodmyn, Aug. 8. 172 3. 

thority, and Human Laws have not of 
Themſelves any direct Power to oblige the 
Conſcience, yet, by virtue of theſe general 
Precepts, the Conſcience is obliged by 


them; for it being the Will of God, that 


we ſhould ſubmit to them, we. tranſgreſs 


that Rule, by which our:Conſcience alk 


be tried, benſderst we reſiſt dhe 


phat Ps c 


' Having then gone through * two belt | 


| rings Dao ; 1 haſten. to the 


m. To Giga a 3 5 or two > by x way of 


AC 


: Inference and Application. e 


* And: I, Every Engliſhman then that va- 
lues his Birth-right,every Chriſtian that has 
a due Regard for his Sayiour's Injunctions, 
muſt. deteſt the Doctrine of thoſe wild 
Sectariſts, who teach us an Exemption 
from what it is our Happineſs to be obli- 


ged to, to oppoſe what Chriſt himſelf has 


6 commanded us to ſubmit to. 
We e that 98 ee as in- 
conſiſtent with Chriftianity,. as directly 
Fontrary to the Word of God, and as plainly 

fepu gnant to the Catholick Faith, have of 
Cay, late 


1 


4s 


late Ne ats to the great Scandal of che! Prote- | 


17 


ſtant Name, and unſpeakable Prejudice 
this Church and Nation, been boldly revi- 


ved and openly vindicated, We have ſeen 


our Bleſſed Saviour treated with great In- 


dignity, his Bternal Spirit impiouſly blaſphe- 


med, his Holy Spouſe the Church infa- 
mouſy abuſed; his ſacred Religion, and 
its moſt adorable Myſteries profanely ban- 
terd and ridiculed. Nor would it be at all 


ſurprizing, ſhould the Civil Magiſtrate 


have his ſhare; Should they who affront 


the Maſter, contemin the Servant; ſhould 
they, who are ſo fond of onfulion: in the 


Church, become Patrons of Anarchy in 


the State; ſhould they, who deſpiſe ſome | 


of God's Miniſters, pay a like Regard to 


all the reſt. Theſe things have been, and 


this Nation, as well as others, has ſenſibly 
felt it. It therefore certainly becomes the 
Watchmen to be upon their Guard, to have 
their Antidotes in Readinefs,leſt the Poiſon 
' ſpread. It becomes every Man to aſſiſt in 


oppoſing the common Enemy, to diſcoun- 


tenance, to puniſh, to ſuppreſs, as their ſe. 
veral Stations require and empower them, 

what, from the juſt Vengeance of God, as 
well as the natural l Conſequence'6f things, 
we 
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may obſerve, that nothing can contribute 
more to the Welfare of Society, to the 


common Intereſts of Mankind, than Chri- 
ſtianity tranſcribed into the Lives of its 
Profeſſors. If it influence the Legiſlators, 
no Laws will ever be enacted that are con- 


trary to the Laws of God, no Ordinances 
ever eſtabliſhed, but for the Benefit-of the 
Community. The publick Intereſt will be 


: ahways regarded, the Glory of God, and the. 


their Brethren will be always 
amel at. And if the Subjects be guided 


. by the ſame Principles, they will ever di- 


ſtinguiſn themſelves by a meek and duti- 


ful ;by ready and chearful Obedience. No 


nor Jealouſies, no Murmurings, nor 


ings will be heard of among them; 
by a mutual en roar a Herres Bro- 
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hurge of of his 8 to en· 0 
10N; and promote the 
which the Son 
8 revealed, is no more than ex- 


a ng them to have a real Regard for 
Fo bat chey ought to value moſt, what they 


1 ſhould with Zeal and Conftancy purſue, 
b 2 the Glory of 'God, their own and their 


* 


| ET Retry”: For want of This, 
„ ech turbulent, unjuſt, 


Ts uel Kingdoms will be diſturbed, and 
63 rivate. Men injured. Our Properties will 
1 he invaded, our Liberties eneroached upon, 
every thing that is dear and. valuable 
to us, for ever precarious. Let us all then 
make the doing of out Duty in our 
Stati jons, a Point of Conſcience. 


* 


'e the Great udge of all Men. 
n it, what it really is, the only true 
and certain Way of promoting the Welfare 
of ourſelves, and the Happineſs of our. 
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